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Our Reference: A032-172
24 March 2020
Attention: All AFMA Members

Re.

AGRO-PROCESSING IN ALL ITS FORMATS INCLUDED AS ESSENTIAL
SERVICES TO ENSURE FOOD SECURITY IN SOUTH AFRICA.

Dear AFMA member,
The above matter refers.
In addition to the President’s speech of last night (23 March 2020), announcing drastic measures to
curb the spread of COVID-19, agro-processing in all its formats, is to remain essential services to
ensure food security to the nation. Although an itemised list of industries is still awaited, it can be
accepted that Animal Feed Manufacturing and all its supply value chains, forms part of this list of
industries.
This was announced this afternoon by the Minister of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural
Development (DALRRD), Thoko Didiza, during a meeting with Agricultural leaders in Pretoria.
On request of Min. Didiza, following the first speech of the President on 15 March 2020, DALRRD,
and Agricultural Organisations, including AFMA formed a Task Team to address the current COVID19 situation from an Agriculture perspective on 19 March 2020.
The Task Team currently consists of three workstreams:
1. Communication, under the leadership of Omri van Zyl of AGRI SA;
2. Economy (Agri Value Chains) under the leadership of John Purchase of AGBIZ; and
3. Social Impact (Labour and Labour Safety issues) under the leadership of Motsepe Mtlala of
NAFU.
Thus, within the economic workstream AFMA, has continuously been feeding information into the
system to get our Industry and all its supporting and related value chains, classified as essential
services.
Dr John Purchase of AGBIZ, this morning compiled a document to submit to the Minister to stipulate
specifically the essential agricultural services in more detail (which includes the Animal Feed, Pet
Food, Poultry, Red Meat, Pork, and Dairy Value Chains), after the original document only broadly
included the whole food value chain as essential (with the understanding that all value chains
supporting FOOD SECURITY are included).
Thus, AFMA is pleased that agro-processing in all its formats, including Animal Feeds Manufacturing
and it’s entire input supply and related value chains form part of essential services.
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Currently, the mechanisms and manner of implementing these essential services are debated and
deliberated to come to a clear and practical Implementation Plan.

Any feedback will be immediately be reported to members as soon as it becomes available.

Best regards,

De Wet Boshoff
Executive Director: AFMA

Minister Thoko Didiza: Agriculture and Food Sector of
South Africa on Coronavirus
24 Mar 2020

Speaking notes by Ms. Thoko Didiza, MP Minister of Agriculture, Land
Reform and Rural Development
A Message to the Agriculture and Food Sector of South Africa
As you may be aware, that last night the President announced measures to deal with the
COVID-19 pandemic, which include a 21-day lockdown.
Several businesses will be affected, but the agriculture and food supply sector is one of
essential systems for livelihood and therefore will remain operational. Our food supply
system will remain functional during this period. Agricultural production in all its forms
will remain uncompromised. This includes all services including provision of veterinary
and advisory services.
Live auctions of livestock and sale of other agricultural commodities will continue but
under the strict conditions a prescribed by the President. Exports and imports of critical
agriculture commodities and the logistical measures will continue during this lock down
period to ensure global and national food security.
This is not only limited to retailers but the entire food value chain, from farm-related
operations, agro-processing and food manufacturing, logistics and related services,
wholesale and retail services, and all support functions that ensure efficient delivery of
the agro-food system.
As a nation, we boast for being self-sufficient in food production, and a part of this year’s
supply is yet to be harvested – which promises to be a bumper field crop and citrus
harvest – and these processes will continue as normal as a foundation of South Africa’s
food system. I will be making regular updates on crop estimates to inform the country of
our critical commodity supply.
To ensure that we do not have inflated prices in the sector. Food price monitoring will
be conducted on critical food basket commodities and reports will be given to the nation
on regular bases.
The Department has set aside a package of R1.2 billion to address effects of the corona
virus and ensure sustainable food production post the pandemic. The Department soon
will make the details of this package together with the application channels available.
The Department has also availed R100 million to the Land Bank to assist farmers under
distress.
Together with the industry we are working on a sector operational procedures that
would ensure adherence to the measures announced by the President this includes the
provision of sanitation to employees within the sector especially farm workers.

We urge the food value chain role players to strictly comply and adhere to strict health
regulations to contain and arrest COVID-19 as we strive to supply food to the nation.
I appeal to the public not to embark on panic buying, as the President has indicated. The
country has sufficient food supplies. Panic buying will only cause disruptions and
inconvenience in the food system. I urge you, fellow-citizens, to also be considerate and
purchase that which is sufficient for your needs.
To wholesalers and retailers, we urge you not to engage in price gouging, at such a
crucial time for the country. You have an important role to play in the supply of food,
and the fight against COVID-19. We ask that you continue to serve the nation and help
ensure food security at this critical juncture.
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